1.	"FOR RELIGION, KING AND COUNTRY"





An outline account of the Earl of Stamford's regiment of foot in the first Civil War.





1642





Henry Grey was created Earl of Stamford in 1628. He became a zealous parliamentarian and was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire in 1642. After securing the county magazine for parliament and moving most of it to his house at Bradgate, he became the first man in the growing conflict to be declared traitor by King Charles. By the outbreak of war Stamford had succeeded in raising a foot regiment and a troop of horse for the service of parliament. The officers of the regiment in September 1642 were:





Colonel


Henry Grey, Earl of Stamford





Lt. Colonel


Edward Massey





Sgt. Major


Constance Ferrer





Captains


Thos. Savill


Edw. Gray


Charles Blunt


Peter Crispe


Isaack Dobson


Arnold Cosbie


Jo. Bird





Lieutenants


John Clifton


James Harcus


William Hewet


William White


James Bock


Robert Hampson


Jo. Hemens


Nath. Tapper


Robert Mallery


Hen. Cantrell





On 20 September Stamford and the regiment made a rendezvous with the Earl of Essex and his force at Dunsmore Heath near Rugby. The combined force then began a march for Worcester, which was reached on 26 September. Four days later a composite body made up of contingents from all Essex's foot regiments with some horse set out for Hereford. Lt. Col. Massey was in charge. The city secured, Stamford with the rest of his regiment arrived on 2 October to take up his post of governor.





The soldiers were unpopular and there were frequent reports of plundering, mainly by the horse. Late in October, 20 musketeers mounted to act as dragoons, were part of a force despatched to Presteigne where they succeeded in breaking up and capturing a group of royalist plotters. Early in December, in the face of growing local resentment and short of supplies and money, Stamford decided he was too isolated in Hereford. He therefore abandoned the city and marched his men to godly Gloucester. In Gloucester Stamford was appointed Commander in Chief of the counties of Hereford, Gloucester, Shropshire and Worcestershire. Shortly afterwards he was ordered to the West of England. Taking his horse with him, he departed leaving Massey as deputy governor and the regiment as the garrison of Gloucester.





1643





Sudeley Castle was taken on 29 January 1643 but had to be abandoned shortly afterwards due to the threat posed by Prince Rupert's storming of Evesham. Two companies of the regiment detached to Evesham were lost in the storming. Rupert then summoned Gloucester to surrender but was unable to mount a siege after his call was rejected. In late March a combined operation between Sir William Waller's army and the Gloucester garrison resulted in 1500 Welsh Royalists being captured at Highnam House. Waller had been able to cross the River Severn using boats sent down by Massey.





Waller and Massey combined again on 12 April, surprising the garrison of Tewkesbury and capturing 300 of the enemy. On the following day, Wallers horse were routed by Prince Maurice at Ripple Field outside the town. Massey's company of bluecoats tried to hold the position but were finally broken. Reinforcements hurrying out from the town caused Maurice to draw off. Two weeks later Waller and Massey were on the offensive taking Hereford. on 18 May the city was abandoned for want of men to garrison it. Waller marched away leaving the regiment as the sole force of parliamentarian regulars in the district.





With the fall of Bristol to Prince Rupert on 29 July there was feverish activity strengthening the defences of Gloucester. A party from the regiment, commanded by Captain Blunt, captured ten royalists outside the city in early August. By 10 August the city was under siege by the king with an army of 30,000 men. During August there were frequent sorties from the city. officers of the regiment recorded as leading these included Harcus, Gray, Mallery and Crispe. The unfortunate James Harcus was killed on 15 August. The city held out and on 4 September the besiegers made what was to be their last attempt at storm. On 6 September Essex's relief column was close to the city, entering in the next day. Essex brought supplies but no reinforcements, leaving the city on 10 September for London.





Massey vainly tried to obtain supplies as royalist activity increased in the area. All through the autumn and winter there were small clashes between the two sides.
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